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OUR MISSION: 
Encountering Christ in our 
Catholic faith through living, 
learning and serving.

OUR VISION:
Inspire and prepare the heart, 
soul and mind of future 
generations to radiate the 
Light of Christ.

OUR CORE BELIEFS:
- Encountering Christ
- Cultivating Virtues
- Inspiring Christ-like 

Relationships
- Academic Excellence
- Safe Environment

1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota
58501

Business Offi  ce
701-751-4883
Enrollment Offi  ce
701-354-7067
Mission Advancement Offi  ce
701-354-1226

Update your mailing address 
or register your email at
keepthepromise.net/contact-us
to receive regular 
e-newsletter updates, view 
our campaign videos and 
learn more about how to 
support the SAINTS!

Mess agePresident’s

The 2021-2022 school year was signifi cant, as 
it marked the 144th year of Catholic education 
in this region. The Class of 2022 was the 100th 
graduating class from SMCHS, and it also marked 
the 10th year of Light of Christ Catholic Schools. 

Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, 
everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep 
you on track.  - Proverbs 3:6

Since the forming of Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools, the system transitioned from a group 
of parochial schools loosely affi  liated with 
each other, to a cohesive system following a 
shared vision, mission and core values, with the 
appropriate infrastructure for smooth operations 
and alignment on all levels. The guiding 
principles - to not turn anyone away due to 
fi nances and to not turn anyone away for space - 
assisted to increase our enrollment by 33% since 
2013.  To meet that need, the investment of more 
than 200,000 additional square feet of space 
was added across our fi ve school campuses. The 
additions and updates to our existing facilities, 
plus a new state-of-the-art high school greatly 
enhanced and challenged the entire Light of 
Christ Catholic Schools community to grow 
academically, socially and spiritually.  

Our board of directors, administrators, teachers 
and all Light of Christ Catholic Schools support 
employees have been tremendously pivotal in 
creating a unifi ed system of schools. I am
honored to share that Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools was recently awarded 
system accreditation from the Cognia Global 
Accreditation Commission. This achievement 
acknowledges the tremendous dedication of our 
talented teachers and administrators that share 
a commitment to sustain a legacy of excellent 
Catholic education. Congratulations to the all 
Light of Christ Catholic Schools employees...
you are doing great work!

In all things give thanks. -1 Th essalonians 5:18 

Over the past years of the Keep the Promise 
Capital Campaign, the generous support and 
prayers of over 3,000 donors have sustained 
the eff orts to enhance and build the capital 
resources to accommodate our current 
enrollment, plus the capacity for the future 
growth of our schools. Our goal of $46.5 
million has now been accomplished. I’d like 
to extend a very sincere THANK YOU to all 
who helped to reach this incredible point in 
our Keep the Promise Capital Campaign. This 
tremendous undertaking, made possible by 
the hard work of so many individual sacrifi ces, 
has laid a foundation for our school system 
and generations of Saints. Congratulations to 
everyone and thank you for your prayers and 
your generosity. It is truly inspiring!  

Faith leads us beyond ourselves. It leads us 
directly to God.  - St. John Paul II

The 2021-2022 school year was fi lled with so 
many signifi cant milestones and countless 
blessings. The one word that comes to mind 
is faith - but not in the sense that it is a leap of 
faith. I have a deep appreciation and respect for 
the support off ered during the Keep the Promise 
Capital Campaign, the values-based education 
currently off ered in our fi ve schools, and for 
the legacy of the past 144 years of Catholic 
education in this region. Additionally, I have a 
great deal of respect for the enthusiasm and 
dedication among our community for sustaining 
a vibrant future for our students. 

We are excited for our new Stability Initiative, 
our fundraising plan for the years ahead. 
Catholic education serves a powerful purpose 
in this community and now is the opportune 
time to ensure long-lasting fi nancial stability 
for all of our schools. The goal of the Stability 
Initiative is to off er the best Catholic education, 
with competitively paid employees, for an 
aff ordable cost to our families. Phase one of
the initiative off ers an unbelievable
opportunity to take advantage of a very 
generous $5 MILLION MATCH. 

Our schools off er our students stability and a 
sense of belonging in a sometimes confusing 
society, but our schools teach our students to 
pray and to better understand the truth. We off er 
our students faith in knowing they truly were 
created for a purpose and truly are a child of God 
our Father.  

On behalf of everyone at Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools, I want to thank you for your prayers 
and generous support. I ask for your continued 
prayers, and I invite you to join us in sustaining 
the great legacy of Catholic education into
the future.

We are grateful for your strong belief and deep 
faith in our mission: Encountering Christ in our 
Catholic faith through living, learning
and serving.

Sincerely,

Gerald T. Vetter
President, Light of Christ Catholic Schools
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Special Announcement:
COGNIA ACCREDITATION
We are pleased to announce that Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools has earned system accreditation by Cognia™,
a nonprofi t organization that provides quality assurance for 
schools, school districts and education service providers.
 
Cognia, formerly AdvancED, nationally recognizes districts 
that meet rigorous standards that focus on productive 
learning environments, equitable resource allocation that 
meet the needs of learners, and eff ective leadership. Earning 
accreditation from the Cognia Global Accreditation 
Commission means that the system and all of its schools 
are accredited, and that Light of Christ Catholic Schools is 
recognized across the nation as a school system that meets 
Cognia Standards of Quality, and maintains a commitment 
to continuous improvement.
 
Dr. Mark A. Elgart, president and CEO of Cognia, stated, 
“Cognia System Accreditation is a rigorous process that 
focuses the entire school system and its community on the 
primary goal of preparing lifelong learners in engaging 
environments where all students can fl ourish. Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools is to be commended for demonstrating 
that it has met high standards and is making progress on 
key indicators that impact student learning.”
 
In addition to this new district-level accreditation, each 
school within Light of Christ Catholic Schools has also 
previously achieved the accreditation honor. St. Mary’s 
Central High School has been accredited since 1957. St. 
Mary’s Academy, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary, 
Saint Anne School and St. Mary’s Grade School were 
awarded accreditation in 2020.
 
“Systems accreditation as conferred by the Cognia Global 
Accreditation Commission provides Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools a nationally recognized mark of quality for our 
school system and each school within our system,” shared 
Gerald Vetter, President of Light of Christ Catholic Schools. 
“It demonstrates to our community our commitment to 
excellence, our openness to external review and feedback, 
and our desire to be the best we can be on behalf of the 
students we serve.”
 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
At the end of each school year, we have the opportunity to 
analyze our student assessments and better understand our 
academic growth and achievements. Once again, our Light 
of Christ students are meeting and exceeding state and 
national academic standards.
 
All students in K-12 participate in at least one assessment 
that gauges a level of improvement in the area of math and 
English language arts. In addition, students in grade 8, 10, 
11 and 12 engage in a Pre ACT and ACT assessment that 
provide indicators for college and career readiness.

Light of Christ Catholic Schools Earns
COGNIA SYSTEM ACCREDITATION

• The goal for the North Dakota State Assessment (NDSA) is for all 
grade levels that participate in the tests to exceed the profi ciency 
rate of the state average. Once again, Light of Christ students 
have far surpassed the state average in the areas of math, English 
and science. 

• The goal for the interim STAR 360 assessment, which is 
administered a minimum of three times a year for students 
in grades K-11 in math and English is to see each grade level 
grow an average of 45-50 student growth points. Light of Christ 
students continue to accomplish this yearly goal for both math 
and English. 

• The data for students that participate in the Pre ACT and then 
ACT in grade 8, 10, 11 and 12 demonstrates a strong path to 
growth in readiness indicators for college and career.

All these results are a genuine celebration of the commitment 
to academic excellence for both the incredible instructors and 
students at Light of Christ Catholic Schools.

It demonstrates to our community our 
commitment to excellence, our openness to external 
review and feedback, and our desire to be the best 
we can be on behalf of the students we serve.
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We are grateful for all of the ways we get to celebrate our faith in our schools. We intend to keep the 
promise of a Catholic education in our community for many generations!

to our SMCHS Class of 2022!

Encountering Christ in our Catholic 
faith through living, learning & serving.Living

Congratulations
May the Lord bless 
        you and keep you.100th 

Graduating Class
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Thank you to our talented teachers 
and staff , as they live out our 
mission in our schools each day.

At every level of education, we 
are committed to professional 
development that focuses 
on student engagement, 
leading to strong academic 
accomplishments.

Rome Pilgrimage - June 2022

Encountering Christ in our Catholic 
faith through living, learning & serving.Learning
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Encountering Christ in our Catholic 
faith through living, learning & serving.Serving

Throughout the school year, each of our schools support a variety of charitable organizations in 
our community. These photos are just a few examples of the many incredible service projects our 
students enjoy each year.

SMCHS began a new tradition with a day of service during 
Homecoming week. Our students went to work at many locations 
throughout our community and also went back to our own schools to 
provide help with a variety of tasks.

Ministry on the Margins

Backpacks for Kids

Ronald McDonald House

More than 400 people attended the 18th annual St. Gianna breakfast 
at SMCHS this year, and we donated more than $6,000 directly to the 
St. Gianna’s Maternity Home.

Academy students participated in the “Parable of the Talents” project, 
based on the Gospel of Matthew. This year, our students donated 
the money to the Ukrainian Relief Fund and the Diocese of Bismarck 
water fi ltration project in Kenya.
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Our Lady of Victor y Chapel

As we continue to prepare for the Consecration of Our Lady of Victory Chapel,
look for future announcements and details on how to celebrate with us at:

keepthepromise.net/our-lady-of-victory-chapel
Register your email on this website to receive all of our chapel updates and special event invitations! 

As we continue to prepare for the Consecration of Our Lady of Victory Chapel,
look for future announcements and details on how to celebrate with us at:

keepthepromise.net/our-lady-of-victory-chapel
Register your email on this website to receive all of our chapel updates and special event invitations! 

On September 17, 2017, we gathered on the prairie 
for our Groundbreaking Mass and the offi  cial
shovels-in-the-ground moment to begin building the 
new St. Mary’s Central High School. We are grateful for 
Our Blessed Mother Mary’s intercessions throughout 
this journey and with gratitude for God’s timing in 
that moment, and again four years later (on the same 
day), we gathered for the Inaugural Masses of Our 
Lady of Victory Chapel on September 17-18, 2021.

Bishop David Kagan celebrated the offi  cial Inaugural 
Mass with SMCHS students, staff  and families, and we 
also celebrated three additional Masses throughout 
the weekend.

We are grateful that we have been able 
to use this beautiful chapel throughout 
the 2021-22 school year and are looking 
forward to the fi nal installation of the altar 
and tabernacle to complete our chapel.
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ANNUAL REPORT
Light of Christ Catholic Schools

The chart below shows the incredible enrollment growth we have experienced since Light of Christ was formed in 2012.
Enrollment Growth

  2012-13 2021-22 % Increase

Number of Students (Pre-K - Grade 12) 1,042 1,385 +32.9%

Number of Families (Pre-K - Grade 12) 552 815 +47.6%

Number of Elementary School Classrooms (Pre-K-Grade 5) 24 44 +83.3%

Size of Kindergarten Class (3 schools) 76 106 +39.5%

Operating Income Statement

Tuition $6,038,968 $6,866,754 60.3%
Parish Contributions $2,631,274 $2,345,328 20.6%
Fundraising/Donations $1,571,289 $1,933,847 17.0%
Grants/Other Miscellaneous $656,766 $236,810 2.1%
 $10,898,297 $11,382,739 100.0%

Salaries and Benefi ts $8,377,123 $8,997,687 79.8%
Maintenance/Insurance/Facilities Expenses $1,260,554 $1,081,594 9.6%
Educational Materials $1,228,910 $1,201,562 10.6%
 $10,866,587 $11,280,843 100.0%

Operating Income $31,710 $101,896

  2020-21 2021-22 % of Total
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We believe all families who desire a Catholic education for their child should have that 
opportunity. Our need-based tuition assistance is available for those who qualify based upon 
income table parameters and then complete an application process. In the 2021-22 school year, 
we awarded over $500,000 in tuition assistance to 100 families who have 208 students.

Tuition Assistance

In 2012-13, we fundraised $370,000 and today, we raise more than $1.9 million for our annual budget.

Fundraising

There are three sources of funding to cover the actual costs of educating a student: tuition, parish/
diocesan contributions and the funds that are raised through our partnerships and annual appeals. 
Due to the generosity and commitment of our Bismarck Catholic parishes, nearly every student 
receives a subsidy to attend Light of Christ Catholic Schools.

Average Cost to Educate a Student
(Per Student in K-12)

Average Cost to Educate 2015-16 2021-22

Average Minimum Tuition Paid by Each Student $3,442 $4,648

Average Parish/Diocesan Contributions Per Student $1,983 $1,935

Average Need Per Student From Annual Fundraising $431 $1,596

Average Cost to Educate a Light of Christ Student $5,855 $8,179*

It is very important to note that these annual fundraising dollars were in addition to Capital 
Campaign pledges, and were necessary to keep our educational programming vibrant and our 

tuition rates aff ordable through the campaign. Now, the Stability Initiative’s intention is to cover 
fi nancing payments and the cost to educate students, as well as increase employee compensation.

*The projected cost to educate a student in 2022-23 will be $9,444.



TIMELINE
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This tremendous undertaking, made possible by the hard work of so many individual sacrifi ces, has laid a foundation 
for an excellent Catholic school system that is faithful and unique in its promise to not turn away a student because of 
their inability to aff ord Catholic education or because of a lack of physical space. Thanks to those who helped us reach 
this incredible point in the campaign!

Now that we have reached such an important milestone, a question emerges for Light of Christ. What comes next?
The reality is, we have more work to do to keep our promises to the next generation. In June, Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools announced the kick-off  of the Keep the Promise Stability Initiative, our strategic fundraising plan for the next 
eleven years.

As we continue, it is essential to remember that we have a powerful purpose. At Light of Christ, we exist to lead our 
students to Encounter Christ in our Catholic faith through living, learning and serving. For 144 years, this has been our 
purpose - and now, at this opportune time, our schools are poised to set the stage for this encounter for years to come.

August 21, 2019
Grand Opening of the new St. Mary’s 
Central High School!

September 17, 2021
Inaugural Mass of Our Lady of Victory Chapel

With the generous support of over 3,000 donors,
we successfully reached our Keep the Promise Capital 
Campaign fundraising goal of $46.5 million!

Fall 2017 - Fall 2019
Construction of the new SMCHS continues...

November 2015
Gift of land to build the new 
SMCHS is announced.

September 10, 2016
Campaign celebration at the site 
of the new SMCHS - with a picnic, 
hayrides and fi reworks!

September 7, 2017
Campaign surpasses $36 million 
pledged. Announcement of 
SMCHS Groundbreaking and Our 
Lady of Victory Chapel.

September 17, 2017
Groundbreaking Mass and 
offi  cial shovel ceremony at 
the site of the new SMCHS.
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Th roughout the campaign, considerations were made to ensure that the projects 
would be completed and needs would be met at each of our schools, including:

• Larger additions at elementary schools
• Repairs and maintenance on existing buildings
• Additional site development at new campus & existing facilities
• Accrued interest while pledges are being completed
• Increased building costs at new campus & existing facilities

Fortunately, all of these projects and maintenance tasks were 
completed and our schools had all of the resources and spaces they 
needed to continue educating our students, before the signifi cant 
recent rise in construction costs and the challenges of the pandemic.

Since the forming of Light of Christ Catholic Schools, the system transitioned from a 
group of parochial schools loosely affi  liated with each other, to a cohesive system that has 
remained true to its mission and purpose of forming the next generation of Saints.

The total cost of our project increased from the time the original campaign goal was set 
in 2014. Bids for the new high school as it had always been envisioned were not fi nalized 
until 2017. Due to higher than anticipated building costs, to remain under budget would 
mean not fi nishing portions of the facilities.

Despite this, Light of Christ followed its guiding principles - to not turn anyone away due 
to circumstances and not turn anyone away for space. Gratefully, enrollment in our schools 
grew 33% since 2013, forcing construction of additional square feet at elementary schools, 
not initially planned. In the process of improving the elementary schools and Academy, 
additional repairs and maintenance were discovered and needed to be addressed.

To avoid only building part of the high school or ignoring critical needs at the elementary 
schools and Academy, the decision was made to move forward with these projects to 
meet the needs of our students. From the start of the campaign, 80% of our pledge goal 
was needed to start the construction of our buildings. During the construction phase, low-
interest fi nancing was used to bridge the gap between progress payments and pledge 
receptions. The project scope and cost increases are included in the current fi nancing.

great success.
Th e Keep the Promise Capital Campaign has been a

Original Capital Campaign Goal (Set in 2014) ...... $46.5 Million
Campaign Pledges to Date ......................................... $46.6 Million
Pledges Collected to Date ........................................... $23.9 Million
Note: Roughly half the pledges have been collected, with the remainder to be collected over the next 10 years.

Actual Cost for All Projects ....................................... $59.3 Million

Original Capital Campaign Goal (Set in 2014) ...... $46.5 Million
Campaign Pledges to Date ......................................... $46.6 Million
Pledges Collected to Date ........................................... $23.9 Million
Note: Roughly half the pledges have been collected, with the remainder to be collected over the next 10 years.

Actual Cost for All Projects ....................................... $59.3 Million
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The need for excellent Catholic education has never been more critical. Built on our fi rm 
Benedictine foundation, our schools are uniquely equipped to form students in the Catholic 
tradition so they are ready for the future and to be a light to the world.

Light of Christ Catholic Schools intends to begin the next chapter of its incredible story by 
launching the Stability Initiative. A new school system has been formed. New buildings have been 
built. The infrastructure for smooth operations and alignment on all levels has been laid.

Th e goal of the Stability Initiative is to off er the best Catholic education, with 
competitively paid employees, for an aff ordable cost to our families. 

To ensure long-lasting, dependable, fi nancial stability for our schools, we hope to raise $12 million 
by December 31, 2022 in order to allow resources to be shifted to build an $80 million endowment. 

Stability for  Genertions

Stability Initiative Fundraising Goals
Intention: Raise funds to allow for resources to be 
shifted to creating an endowment

Goal: $12 Million

Allocation of Capital: Service debt over next
four years

Primary Funding Methods: Cash and Pledges

Intention: Create a large general endowment to 
increase stability of cashfl ow

Goal: $40 Million

Allocation of Capital: General Endowment

Primary Funding Methods: Cash, Pledges,    
Planned Gifts

Intention: Increase the size of both the general and 
specialized endowments

Goal: $40 Million

Allocation of Capital: General & Specialized 
Endowments

Primary Funding Methods: Cash, Pledges, Planned Gifts

PHASE 1
June 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022

PHASE 2
January 1, 2023 - June 30, 2026

PHASE 3
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2033

PHASE 1
June 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022

PHASE 2
January 1, 2023 - June 30, 2026

PHASE 3
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2033
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Only ACTUAL dollars received by December 31, 2022 will be included in this matching gift.

$5 MILLION MATCH 
Special Announcement:

All monetary donations to Phase 1 of the Stability Initiative 
will be 100% matched up to $5 Million -
through the generosity of Robert Franzen. 

Jake Markel
jmarkel@lightofchristschools.org

(701) 751-8739

Toby Schweitzer
tschweitzer@lightofchristschools.org

(701) 220-1507

Donate online or learn more at:

keepthepromise.net/stability-initiative
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
10:20 am: SMCHS School Mass
Special recognition of 2022 Hall of Fame inductees: Marlene and Ruben Schaaf, 
Sheldon Cieslak, Rita and Steve Ritter and the 1959 Championship Football 
Team - Our Lady of Victory Chapel

Approximately 6:45 pm
Hall of Fame Recognition on Smrekar 
Field, including game coin toss and 
announcement of 2022 Hall of Fame 
inductees immediately preceding the 
Homecoming football game.

7 pm: Homecoming Football 
Game vs. Fargo North
Reserved seating and free admission for 
all Hall of Fame inductees and families.Marlene and 

Ruben Schaaf
Rita and

Steve Ritter Sheldon Cieslak

1959 
Championship 
Football Team



for  Life.
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If you or your company are interested in this unique sponsorship opportunity, please contact:

Thank You

Toby Schweitzer at 701-220-1507 or tschweitzer@lightofchristschools.org

Our Corporate Partnership program provides tuition assistance for Light of Christ Catholic Schools students.program provides tuition assistance for Light of Christ Catholic Schools students

to our corporate partners!

Broze PatnesSilve Patnes

Diamond PatneSapphie Patne

Gold Patnes

Pltinum Patnes



1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

LIGHTOFCHRISTSCHOOLS.ORG

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Register now for the 2022-2023 school year!

Call 354-7067
Schedule a private tour or shadow day

Apply online now:

lightofchristschools.org

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary
Saint Anne School
St. Mary’s Grade School
Pre-Kindergarten, Age 3 - half day, M-W-F, or T-H
Pre-Kindergarten, Ages 4-5 - half day or full day, M-F
Kindergarten - Grade 5

St. Mary’s Academy
Grades 6-8

St. Mary’s Central High School
Grades 9-12

Apply online now:

lightofchristschools.org


